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Jurassic	Coast	WHS	

•  Criterion	8,	geology	and	geomorphology	
•  Natural		processes	
•  No		buffer	zone	–	(seAng)	protected	by	
AONBs	and	planning	policies	













Script	
•  NaFonal	Infrastructure	Project	–	Planning	Inspectorate	decide,	Local	AuthoriFes	

create	Local	impact	assessments,		
•  Should	have	made	more	input	at	SEA	of	proposed	round	3	Crown	Estate	offshore	

proposals	
•  WHS	not	statutory	consultee,	but	can	register	to	be	an	interested	party	
•  Ongoing	discussion	with	NBDL	–	their	aQendance	at	Steering	groups	
•  VisualisaFons	(AONB	and	Challenge	Navitus,	independent	study)	
•  Statement	of	common	ground	
•  ‘WriQen	representaFons’	
•  Responses	to	quesFons	from	PI	
•  MiFgaFon	opFon	
•  Hearing	
•  Decision	
•  CapitulaFon	



Actors	
•  HE		-	difficult	to	comment	in	respect	of	a	natural	WHS	due	to	lack	of	experFse	
•  NE	-	had	no	mandate	to	comment	on	World	Heritage	Issues,	although	did,	

indirectly,	through	landscape	and	AONBs		
•  JNCC	chose	not	to	comment	at	all	
•  Steering	Group	(Plan	and	minutes	very	important)	–	input	was	recognised	
•  Jurassic	Coast	Trust	–	supporFng	comments	
•  Dorset	AONB	–	very	important			
•  Challenge	Navitus	–	arms	length	but	influenFal	
•  IUCN	–	crucial	intervenFon	
•  UNESCO	–	‘what	he	said’	
•  Secretary		of	State	–	‘in	the	nick	of	Fme’	



Impacts	
•  None	on	the	Site	
•  Some	on	the	seAng		-	visual	

•  The	Steering	Group	considers	that	there	will	be	a	significant	adverse	
impact	in	the	manner	in	which	the	World	Heritage	Site	is	presented;	
referring	to	the	World	Heritage	ConvenFon	ArFcle	4	about	the	
“protec'on,	conserva'on,	presenta'on	and	transmission	to	future	
genera'ons…”	of	the	Site,	and	our	definiFon	of	presentaFon	(available	in	
page	10).	



impacts	
•  When	considering	the	impact	on	“transmission	to	future	genera'ons”,	

also	ArFcle	4	of	the	ConvenFon,	we	agree	with	IUCN	that	“the	Project	
would	result	in	the	property	being	presented	and	transmi<ed	to	future	
genera'ons	in	a	form	that	is	significantly	different	from	what	was	there	at	
the	'me	of	inscrip'on	and	un'l	today.”,.	



impacts	
•  The	Steering	Group	considered	that	there	would	be	a	significant	adverse	

impact	on	the	special	qualiFes	and	landscape	/	seascape	character	of	the	
Dorset	AONB,	as	the	protecFon	for	the	seAng	of	the	World	Heritage	Site;	
referring	to	arrangements	set	out	in	the	Management	Plan	and	agreed	
with	UNESCO,	but	have	agreed	with	the	Applicant1	that	the	specific	
comments	in	respect	of	this	came	from	the	Dorset	AONB	Team.	

•  Impact	on	third	pillar	of	OUV	



impacts	
•  In	terms	of	the	impact	on	the	seAng	in	the	context	of	the	cultural	and	

sensory	experience,	the	Steering	Group	considers	that	the	proposed	
development	would	substanFally	modify	views	along	and	from	the	World	
Heritage	Site,	and	because	this	modificaFon	is	through	the	introducFon	of	
man-made	structures,	some	people	may	find	the	change	detrimental	and	
therefore	unacceptable.	



impacts	
•  The	Steering	Group	agrees	with	IUCN’s	view	that	“Any	poten)al	impacts	

from	the	Project	on	this	natural	property	are	in	contradic)on	to	the	
overarching	principle	of	the	World	Heritage	Conven)on	as	s)pulated	in	
its	Ar)cle	4,	as	the	comple'on	of	the	Project	would	result	in	the	property	
being	presented	and	transmi=ed	to	future	genera)ons	in	a	form	that	is	
significantly	different	from	what	was	there	at	the	)me	of	inscrip)on	and	
un)l	today.		

•  Specifically,	the	property	will	change	from	being	located	in	a	natural	
seAng	that	is	largely	free	from	man-made	structures	to	one	where	its	
seAng	is	dominated	by	man-made	structures”	



impacts	
•  The	Steering	Group	is	disappointed	that	the	Applicant	did	not	follow	the	

guidance	as	set	out	in	OESEA2,	which	recommends	that	“the	bulk	of	new	
OWF	genera'on	capacity	should	be	sited	away	from	the	coast,	generally	
outside	12	nau'cal	miles.”	



Outcome	



Outcome	



Outcome	



Outcome	



Outcome	



Issues	and	outcomes	

•  Precedent	or	one-off?	
•  NE	vs	EH	role	re	Natural	WHS	
•  Costs	of	doing	the	work	
•  Role	of	the	Steering	Group	and	future	
forecasFng	in	Management	Plan	(upstream	
thinking).	



...a word from our sponsors… 


