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WORLD HERITAGE UK TECHNICAL WORKSHOP, EDINBURGH                                   
The Forth Bridge 



Demonstrating the Cantilever                                     
Kaichi Watanabe, c.1887 



Engineering Wonder, Major event, widely reported                            
Contemporary reports from Engineering, Punch magazine… 



THE FORTH BRIDGE: widely quoted statistics 
Example of a Ralston’s postcard 













The Forth Bridge, viewed from the Hawes Pier, Queensferry, May 2015 

A good place to make a political point:                                                                             
UK General Election, May 2015 



The nomination team at Historic Scotland receives 
the dossier from the printers, January 2014 



The Nomination Document                                     
Completed and submitted to UNESCO, January 2014 

photograph: Duncan Peet 



  

Celebrating the submission of the Nomination                                     
20 January 2014 



ICOMOS Technical Evaluation Mission                                     
October 2014 



ICOMOS Technical Evaluation Mission                                     
October 2014 



Session 39, UNESCO World Heritage Committee                                    
Sunday 5th July 2015, former West German Parliament, Bonn 



Session 39, UNESCO World Heritage Committee                                    
The UK Permanent Delegation’s view of the chamber 



Session 39, UNESCO World Heritage Committee                                    
Members of the World Heritage Committee at work… 



Session 39, UNESCO World Heritage Committee                                    
The Forth Bridge nomination was presented by ICOMOS in French 



39th Meeting of UNESCO’s World Heritage 
Committee, Bonn, Germany, 5th July 2015 



Local authorities 

Network Rail 

Transport Scotland 

Historic Scotland 

Visit Scotland 

Forth Estuary Transport Authority 

Forth Replacement Crossing 

Local Community Councils 
 

A Team Job: Impossible without key partners  Worked 
through the Forth Bridges Forum, run by Transport Scotland 



The Management Plan                                     
Completed and submitted to UNESCO, January 2014 

photograph: Duncan Peet  



The Management Plan                                         
The Signatories representing the main partners 







The Management Plan                                         
The need to establish a monitoring system 



The Management Plan                                         
The need to demonstrate that we are looking after the Bridge 



Ian	Heigh	of	Network	Rail,	who	managed	the	restora7on	of	the	Forth	Bridge	
	  





Biggest Restoration Job in the World?                
View in 2011 looking north from the Queensferry tower 



Scaffolding & Encapsulation                              
Images from Network Rail, Balfour Beatty & Edinburgh Photographic Society 



The	new	paint	system	requires	the	applica7on	of	three	layers	of	paint	(images:	Duncan	Sooman)	
	  



Awards for Restoration Project                                     
National Railway Heritage and Saltire Engineering Awards,  2012 

Representatives of the teams who worked and continue to work on the Bridge 



Managing the Setting                                    
Bufferless Buffer Zone and Viewpoints 



World	Heritage:		
Is	there	opportunity	for	economic	
gain?	
	
	

James	Rebanks	

James Rebanks advises the nomination process 
Assessing the potential economic gain 



THE	FULL	SHOPPING	LIST	OF	POTENTIAL	BENEFITS		
	

Potential	national	benefits	
• Positive	PR	for	Scotland	PLC	–	Raises	international	status	of	a	Scottish	icon	–	a	‘must	see’	attraction	
• An	opportunity	to	showcase	Scottish	design	and	engineering	–	Year	of	Design	
• Adds	value	to	Scottish	heritage	portfolio	–	one	more	reason	to	come	to	Scotland,	see	multiple	WHSs	
• Potential	for	spotlight	on	Scottish	design	and	creativity	–	we	did	this	and	we’re	doing	other	great	things,	come	see!	
	

Potential	regional	benefits	
• Raise	(international)	profile	of	a	regional	cultural	asset	–	Why	should	inward	investors	take	Fife	seriously?	Liveability/culture.	
• Adds	value	to	the	Edinburgh	cultural	offer	–	cultural	tourism	etc.	–	Showcase	Edinburgh	to	China,	India	etc.	
• Can	become	an	excellent	satellite	attraction	from	Edinburgh	–	Stay	longer,	there’s	more	to	see	and	do.	
• A	gateway	to	the	rest	of	Scotland	(North)	-	have	you	thought	about	leaving	Edinburgh	and	travelling	North?	
• Raise	profile	of	Fife	–	for	tourism,	for	relocation	and	for	tourism		
• Potential	to	develop	packages/itineraries	to	translate	interest	in	bridge	into	wider	regional	experiences	
• Potential	to	develop	a	package	of	WHSs	in	and	around	Edinburgh	for	international	market	
• A	focus	for	the	region	as	a	centre	of	engineering	and	design	–	selling	the	region	to	others	with	this	interest.	
	

Potential	local	benefits	
• Potential	to	raise	profile	of	area	relative	to	Edinburgh	–	not	peripheral	but	critical	
• Potential	for	tourism	growth	in	South	and	North	Queensferry	–	Make	the	whole	tourism	product	ready	for	the	opportunity	
• Potential	for	developing	the	bridge	as	a	visitor	attraction	-	climb	the	bridge,	hear	its	stories,	adrenalin	experiences	etc.	
• Potential	for	translating	car	driver	eyeballs	into	£££	-	major	visitor	centre	off	main	road	linked	to	town	(cars	contained)	
• Potential	for	increasing	footfall	on	trains	from	Edinburgh	–	the	best	day	trip	from	Edinburgh	(foot	passengers)	–	new	services?	
• Potential	for	increasing	cruise	visitor	footfall	–	WH	‘sells’	for	cruise	ship	passengers	–	gear	up	for	footfall	
• New	focus	for	conservation	fundraising	–	Lottery	etc.	
• New	opportunities	for	socio-economic	investment	–	E.g.	EU	trans-national	projects	with	other	WH	partners	
• New	focus	for	community	heritage	projects	–	the	story	of	the	communities	needs	to	be	part	of	this	WH	
• New	focus	for	infrastructure	developments	in	communities	–	car	parking	etc.	
• Potential	to	market	these	communities	and	businesses	to	wider	world	
• Cultural	glue	for	Forth	communities	–	use	the	bridge	to	tell	the	story	of	the	Forth	through	the	ages	
• Potential	for	major	education	benefits	–	school/college/FE	focus	on	bridge	and	links	to	other	WHSs	
• Opportunities	for	private	businesses	to	translate	and	make	accessible	the	OUV	narrative	–	tours	etc.	–	entrepreneurs	be	ready!	
• Boost	to	civic	pride	–	“this	thing	in	our	community	is	as	important	and	special	as	the	pyramids” 





Managing the local Impact of World Heritage                                     
Maximising the benefits and minimising negative impact 





Local engagement activities and consultations                                     
Very successful photographic competition 



photograph: Mark Watson 

Public Consultation Process                               
Public meetings and publicity campaigns 



I HAVE FALLEN IN LOVE WITH 
THE FORTH BRIDGE 
  
Strapping girders, 
lusty arches: 
the span of my ambition, 
shore to shore 
you link me with the old bones, 
the new ways, 
the true trains that take me 
down the path of all my loves. 
You lift up your wide arms 
to take in the tide, 
roll with the shaking wind 
that whistles in the rushes 
of the wild banks. 
You thrill me with your size, 
your strong embrace; 
you roar with achievement, 
you make me proud: 
I could hug you. 
Let me take the Queensferry train, 
slide through you to freedom. 

  
The pipes play 
and the kilts sway 
to greet us. 
You are the opening, 
the gap we streak through 
to the woolly wilds 
of Auld Reekie 
and Bonnie Old Dundee; 
to the sea of workers’ blood, 
the red rust of the past that clings 
and hugs the bones of dead engineers. 
In the Albert Hotel, 
tucked up, I hear you moan in the darkness. 
Naked,  
I pull back the curtains 
and see you floodlit  
in all your entrancing glory. 
Shine on, shine 
you crazy bridge…. 
 

KEITH ARMSTRONG 
 



The Forth Bridge’s 125th Birthday Cake                                     
4th March 2015 



Waldschlösschen Bridge, River Elbe, Dresden, Germany	
	  















photograph: Chris McGregor 



photograph: Chris McGregor 
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photograph: Chris McGregor 





Forth Bridges Forum website                         
Creation of dedicated Forth Bridge pages 



ICOMOS Technical Evaluation Mission          
Records held by Network Rail & National Archives of Scotland 



Documentation of Construction (1882-1890)    British 
Rail Collections in the National Records of Scotland 

photograph: Evelyn Carey (NRS) 
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Scott Arthur, Heriot Watt University 


